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In the season of Advent, as we are all
preparing for somewhat normal holidays
again, the church anticipates the birth of
Jesus with stories of the end times. You
will notice the readings on Sundays tell stories of despair similar to stories we might
read about or see in the news: famine, natural disasters, and tyrants lording it over
vulnerable people.
It feels like an odd contrast to me every
year, that as we are preparing for the most
relationship and family-oriented times of the year, we are not reading stories of Mary
and Elizabeth or ancient families gathering. Our readings are doing some theological
work for us.
We understand that Jesus comes among us because the world is desperate to know
God, again. Desperate because the way things are working in the world has led people
to despair and cynicism, but in this story, unlike the Noah story, the world is not wiped
out because it is so saturated in sin. In this story, God takes part of God’s self and offers
it to the world to re-divinize us, to make the world holy again, or to bring out the holy,
remind us of what is holy, among us on this earth.
This year, to mark this holy season of preparation, we are going to shift a few things
in the liturgy. You will notice that we start with the confession. We are in a time of noticing the broken things around us, and we will work to heal our own hearts and notice
our impact upon others.
We are going to try some incense during this season. This is not a punishment, but if
you are sensitive to smoke, please do avoid sitting on the inside aisles. We don’t want
anyone to be uncomfortable because of the incense, and we would like to use this
ancient way of prayer for a season. Incense is used in many religious traditions and has
been central to Christain practice from ancient times. I hope it can add a positive dimension to our worship experience. Let us know what you think!
You will have noticed that we have a new bulletin. A full program in the bulletin is a
great tool for welcoming newcomers. It can also give us the freedom to use a diversity
of resources for liturgy. You will see more diverse musical offerings, eye-catching invitations to your favorite church event, and explanations of seasons and other educational
opportunities within the program itself. For those of you who are interested, there is a
QR code (like at a restaurant) that you can take a picture of with your phone camera to
read an electronic version of the bulletin. We can print fewer copies as more of us use
the electronic version. Let us know what you think!
It is a delight to be with you and discern together how to be ourselves, even better,
as we get back to larger gatherings and anticipate a bright future.
Thank you for all you do among us. Thank you for your pledge. Thank you for your
prayers. Thank you for waiting with us, watching for the new light of Jesus our Saviour.

WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 1
AT 6:30 PM

EUCHARIST
In person and live online. Masks are
required at St. Luke's. All are welcome!

The Beloved + Belong + Become stewardship
campaign is going well. St. Luke’s Stewardship
Committee is in the process of following-up with
those who have not yet returned a card. If you
have not yet gotten around to making a pledge,
please do so today by visiting StLukesAtlanta.org/
gives or scanning the QR code.
We will use the pledge totals to budget and
plan for 2022. Pledges and giving determine St.
Luke’s ability to become the church we aspire
to be. Every pledge is important and every
pledge makes a difference. Thank you for your
support of the St. Luke’s Community. 2022 is
going to be an exciting year in the life of our
parish!

Nominations for Vestry Sought

The Vestry Nominating Committee is putting together a slate of four nominees to be voted on at the Annual
Meeting on January 30, 2022. Richard Lee, as immediate past senior warden, is the committee chair. Members
of the committee include Caroline Fooshee, Bobby Mays, John Earles and Melba Hughes. If you would like to
discuss the nominating process, including suggesting a candidate for consideration by the committee, please
speak to Richard or any member of the committee prior to December 15. Per the By-Laws, to be a Vestry
member a candidate must be:
•
•
•
•
•

A “member of the parish” as defined in the By-Laws
A “communicant in good standing” (per the By-Laws) who is not less than eighteen years old
A member of the Episcopal Church, either by confirmation or by reception
A regular attendee of services in the year preceding the election (virtual attendance counts!)
Known by the treasurer to have made and maintained a stated financial commitment for
church support in the year preceding the election

L enten Book Study
SAVE THE DATE for the second annual Lenten book study with Ebenezer Baptist Church! Last year's study of
Caste was so successful that we decided to continue this shared ministry for another year. This time, we'll be
reading The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee.
The book critiques the zero-sum economic paradigm that asserts that progress for some inevitably comes at the
expense of others and offers a vision of solidarity across race that benefits everyone.
Our gatherings will be held via Zoom on eight consecutive Wednesday evenings during and after Lent, from
6 - 7:30 p.m., beginning on March 9 and ending on April 22 (including the Wednesday of Holy Week). Each
session will begin with a brief segment of music and a homily, followed by brief opening remarks from either, our
rector, the Rev. Winnie Varghese, or the Rev. John Vaughn, senior pastor at Ebenezer. The remainder of our time
will be spent in small discussion groups, which are the major part of the evening and the heart of the ministry.
Registration will begin in January, with participants asked to read the assigned part each week and attend all
eight sessions.
For more information, contact:
Emilee Walker-Cornetta (ewalkercornetta@gmail.com) or Janelle Hiroshige (janelle.hiroshige@gmail.com)
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Year-End Giving
As the year ends, if you find yourself considering other charitable donations, please don’t overlook St. Luke’s simply because you have already fulfilled your pledge. There are and will continue to be several new opportunities to expand our
ministry during this time of year. Your extra giving is greatly appreciated. Also, please remember that for a contribution
to be counted as a 2021 donation, it must be received or postmarked on or prior to December 31, 2021. As always, we
are grateful for your generosity to St. Luke’s!

2021 or 2022 Gifts Via IRA Charitable Distributions
Have you taken your required minimum distribution (RMD) for 2021, or are you planning ahead for 2022? If you are 72
you are required to take your RMD each year from your qualified retirement plan, but people 70 ½ years old may also
begin taking their RMD. There is a $100,000 maximum that may be distributed in a given year. You can make a direct
transfer from your qualified retirement plan by instructing your plan administrator to make such a distribution to satisfy
a pledge or provide over-and-above giving to St. Luke’s. They can mail the check to St. Luke’s (the check must be made
out to St. Luke's). This will satisfy your RMD (or part of it) without increasing your taxable income for the year involved.
The Tax Cuts and Job Act of 2017 limited the SALT deduction (state and local tax) and this could be a valuable tool in your
tax planning. As always, please consult your financial advisor to ensure this form of giving makes sense for your situation,
but the process is easy.
Steps to follow:
Contact your plan administrator. Give St. Luke’s information (our tax ID is 58-0673640), our address is 435 Peachtree St.
NE, Atlanta, GA 30308-3228 to your plan administrator including the amount. It's that simple!
Please contact the Stewardship Office with any questions or to apprise us of any forthcoming distributions at 404-8737600 or by email to Mark Simmons at Mark@StLukesAtlanta.org.

C H R I S T M A S F L O W E R D E D I C AT I O N S
In support of the Flower Guild Ministry and the Celebration of Christmas at St. Luke’s:
I/We send the enclosed contribution to the St. Luke’s Flower Guild.
I/We send the enclosed contribution in memory of ($25 per person, please):

I/We send the enclosed contribution in thanksgiving for ($25 per person or family unit, please):

Your name(s) as you wish to be listed in the Christmas Eve worship bulletins, along with a contact
number or e-mail address in case we have questions:
Deadline for dedications to be included in the Christmas Eve service bulletins is Tuesday, Dec. 14.
Please make checks payable to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, and note “Christmas Flowers.” Mail to:
435 Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta, 30308, or place your form and check in the
Christmas Flower box located at the Reception Desk at St. Luke’s.
Make your dedications and pay for them online:

stlukesatlanta.org/blog/christmas-flowers-2021/

Advent Lessons and Carols

Sunday, November 28
The Choirs of St. Luke’s will offer this service of Advent
Lessons and Carols beginning at 4 p.m. A prelude of
music begins at 3:45 p.m. This annual tradition features
lectors from leadership at St. Luke’s and guests from Atlanta non-profit organizations. Music includes anthems
and hymns by Benjamin Bachmann, Franz Biebl, Craig
Phillips, Rosephayne Powell, Mark Sirett, and Charles
Wood. A reception will follow the service in Budd Hall.

45th Annual MESSIAH SING ALONG
and don't forget your peanut butter!

We are eager to welcome the return of the annual MESSIAH SING
ALONG on Sunday, December 5, at 7 p.m. This year’s performance
will partner with the Atlanta Community Food Bank. Everyone who attends
is asked to bring a plastic jar of peanut
butter as their admission to the performance. The jars will be stacked in the
bell tower room prior to the performance
and delivered to the food bank the following day. The performance will feature members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
under the direction of Herbert Buffington, St. Luke’s Associate organist and artist-in-residence. Soloists include Adelaide Boedecker, soprano; Gabrielle Beteag, mezzo-soprano; Sam Hagan, tenor; and Calvin Griffin, bass. Music scores will be available
for purchase for $15 in the narthex that evening. A reception will follow the performance in Budd Hall.

Throughout the Advent season, join us each Friday at
12 p.m. for an informal 30-minute concert featuring
exciting performances by Atlanta musicians. A boxed
lunch will be available following each performance in
Budd Hall. You may reserve lunch using the online
form (which we prefer) or call the church office. If
you'd like a box lunch, please let us know by 5 p.m.
on the Monday preceding the concert.

Friday, December 3, 12 p.m. 		
GSU Guitar Studio
Students of Professor Luther Enloe

THE
ATLANTA BOY
CHOIR

Christmas Concert
at
St. Luke's

Friday, December 10, 12 p.m.
Portia Shuler Hawkins, pianist
Sunday, December 12
7 p.m.

Friday, December 17, 12 p.m.
Atlanta Jazz Trio
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Ebenezer and St. Luke's Partner of Economic Equity
Through St. Luke’s Faith Advocacy Network’s Economic Equity initiative, we have partnered with Ebenezer Baptist Church to make an impact in our community by focusing
on the Old Fourth Ward (O4W). Economic equity is a complex and multi-layered challenge and our partnership is focused on using a place-based strategy to focus on what
we can improve that can serve as a model to replicate in other neighborhoods. The
group has four pillars on which they are investing: education, life skills, home ownership
and citizen advocacy.
The initiative recently hosted a tour of O4W in November to learn about the neighborhood, see and contemplate the effects of gentrification that exist there, and engage members from both churches who are
interested in this work to make a difference in closing the economic equity gap. Twenty four participants well
represented by both congregations took part in the tour.
If you would like to get involved in this partnership effort, please go to stlukesatlanta.org/advocacy to sign up
for Economic Equity. Additionally, we welcome any connections to potential partners in O4W who can help
with our efforts (employers, non-profits, etc.). If you have any possible partners, please reach out and share
their information with Adelaide Steedly at ad.steedley@gmail.com.

The chill in the air reminds us that it will soon be time for the Daughters of the King's
(DOK) annual Winter Coat Drive. We ask the congregation to join us in providing warm
coats for our friends who on the streets without permanent homes. Start checking your
closets for gently-used coats to donate. DOK will begin collecting them on on Sundays
beginning November 28. Crossroads will distribute the coats.
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Children, Youth
& Families
in December

Christmas at St. Luke's
Christmas Eve The Feast of the Nativity

DECEMBER 5
Christmas Pageant tryouts
at 11:45 a.m. for Club 56
St. Nicholas Visits St. Luke's
4-5:30 p.m.
While the kids are visiting
with the bishop (St. Nic),
parents are invited for wine
and cheese.
DECEMBER 12
Pageant Rehearsal for Club 56
at 9 a.m.
Toy Tag for youth group
at 11:30am
DECEMBER 19
Pageant Rehearsal at 9 am
Dress Rehearsal at 11:30 am
Youth Group at 11:30 am

Holy Eucharist at 2 p.m.
Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant at 4 p.m.
Festival Eucharist at 8 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Music prelude begins thirty minutes before the start
of the 4:00, 8:00 and 11:00 services.

Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m.

The First Sunday After Christmas
Christmas Lessons and Carols at 10 a.m.
Christmas Brunch follows the service.

Christmas Brunch
Sunday, December 26
following the 10 a.m. service of Lessons and Carols
Join your friends to celebrate in Budd Hall.

Sojourners Celebrate Epiphany with a Party!
After a COVID-related hiatus, the Sojourner’s Epiphany Party is back! The 2022
Epiphany Party will be different from past years. The party will be a casual affair
at Arches Brewing in Hapeville, which is owned by St. Luke’s parishioners Jamey
and Sydnee Adams. This craft brewery has ample room to spread out, with both
indoor and outdoor spaces. There will be food, drink, fire pits, and sparklers!
The party will be on Saturday, January 8, from 5 - 8 PM. Mark your calendar and
make a reservation online.
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We celebrate the lives that make up the
community of St. Luke’s Church.

Birthdays during December
1
Ernest Plunkett, III
Yum Arnold
Eileen Murphy
Rebekah Hatch
Christina Shiels
Lila Jane Long
2
Christina Sands
Finley Brannon
3
Bill Brooks, Sr
Bronson Hutchings
Brooklyn Hutchings
4
Suzanne Petersen
Chip Haskell, Jr
Asa Maurer
5
LaFawn Gilliam
Ted Pound
Beya Thompson
6
Walter Johnson
Melanie Kingston
Beattie Wood
Eric Bush
Scott Seydel, Jr
Daniel Wakefield
Duncan McDonald
Oliver Roos
7
Blakely Roberts
8
Nanda Lerchbaum-Nwokocha
9
Linda Green
Brian Kimsey
Janci Demyun
Leslie Muscarella
Amanda Mattison
Elliot Watts
Esosa Osa-Ogbeide
10
Brenda Sherrill
Virginia Harris
Alice Noland Hugel
Mel Heinrich
Chip Tinsley, IV
Lucy Dodd
7

11
Clara O'Shea
Andie Zimmer
Libby Ward
Thomas Winn
Susan Evins
Lalah Farshy
Grady McGill
12
Kendric Smith
Thomas Benedict
Shay Newton
Kathie McClure
Renee Wilson-Wicker
Sarah Neely
Elias Kidd
Frederick Holbein
Alexander Johnson
13
Paul Wagner
Susan Couvillon
Kevin Henderson
Andy Tabb
14
Ben Turner
Sue Scofield
Carol Ude
Kareem Burks
David Grist
Brandon Strack
15
Yvonne Watkins
Nancy Adams
George Griffin, II
Sara Massey
16
Noreen Horrigan
Joy Overbay
Ashley Berry
Ashley Rush
Kenny Budd, II
Esan Ebner
17
Gene Taylor, III
Pat Brumbaugh
Jerod Culpepper
18
Dick Hansen
Gary Higgs
Norris Post
Alberta Mayorga
Emily Ezell
Hank Maiellaro

19
Neil Shorthouse
Amy Durrell
Deneta Sells
Eddy Johnson, II
Jim Coley
Laura Rosenberg
Anders Russell
Graham Russell
Hunter Brannon
20
Drew Graham
Alex Bradley
Gerald Barrett, III
Emily O'Rouke
Lucy Brumbaugh
21
Michael Wier
Meg McCallum
Katie Healan
22
Larry Pless
Melissa Carel
Mary Hinton
Bill Davidson, III
Eryn Johnson
Deanna Jones
Marc LeVan
Carly Tucker
23
Marshall Wellborn, Jr.
Lane Duncan
Steve Callaghan, II
David Clifton-Strawn
Molly Smalley
Ryan Pfleger
Levitt Mosley
Charles Schrope
24
William Jackson
Laura McDuffie Paul
Haddie Hughes
25
Michael Kingsbury
26
Cathy Moody
Jan Wood
Page Griffin, Jr.
William Lindsey
Gary Peeples, Jr
Clayton Mattison

27
Renee Huskey
Trey Shipp, III
Lorraine Miller
Leah Franklin
Lucy Nunn
28
Spencer Izlar
29
James Stice
Katherine Hester
Jennifer Haslam
Jenn Moeller
Frances Pierce
Eliza Bracken
30
Larry Puckett
Bill Nicholson
Adelaide Hanson
Angie Johns
Cara Hutchison
Stuart Bracken
Jake Cobb, Jr
Richard Lee, Jr
Jack Clark
31
Hal Barrett, Jr
Daniel Pedersen
Anna Gillon
Millie Byrd Roberts

The Rev. Winnie Varghese
Rector
winnie@stlukesatlanta.org
2021 Vestry

Melba Hughes, Senior Warden
Carrie Teegardin, Junior Warden
Lindley Cole
Jimmy Cushman
Amy Doyle
Caroline Fooshee
David Gillon

Bruce Gunter
Livingstone Johnson
Bobby Mays
Ray Uttenhove
John Zintak

Pat Brumbaugh, Chancellor
Scott Inman, Finance Chair
Richard Lee, Clerk
Brian Opsahl, Treasurer
The Rev. Elizabeth Shows Caffey
Senior Associate Rector
Liturgy and Education
404-873-7612 | elizabeth@stlukesatlanta.org
The Rev. Horace L. Griffin
Senior Associate for
Pastoral Care and Outreach
404-873-7609 | horace@stlukesatlanta.org
Herbert Buffington, Associate Organist and
Artist-in-Residence
404-873-7600 | herbert@stlukesatlanta.org
Wesley Boutilier, Assistant for Communications
404-873-7614 | wesley@stlukesatlanta.org
Matthew Brown, Director of Music
404-873-7620 | matthew@stlukesatlanta.org
Valerie Freer, Receptionist/Admin. Assistant
404-873-7600 | valerie@stlukesatlanta.org

Brianna Griffin, Admin. Assistant
404-873-7600 | briana@stlukesatlanta.org
David Hendee, Director of Finance
404-873-7617 | hendee@stlukesatlanta.org
Brian Hummel, Manager of Facilities Support
404-873-7647 | Cell: 404-291-0059
brian@stlukesatlanta.org
Michelle Jemmott, Manager of Office Admin.
404-873-7616 | michelle@stlukesatlanta.org
Liz Beal Kidd, Director of Children, Youth
and Families Ministry
404-873-7622 | liz@stlukesatlanta.org
Colleen Kingston
Director of Children and Youth Choirs
404-735-1933 | colleen@stlukesatlanta.org
Elizabeth Moore
Interim Director of Operations
404-873-7663
elizabethmoore@stlukesatlanta.org
Ethan Scott, Associate Director of Children,
Youth and Families Ministry
404-873-7690 | ethan@stlukesatlanta.org
Mark Simmons, Director of Membership
and Stewardship
404-873-7624 | mark@stlukesatlanta.org
Bethany Trout, Rector’s Executive Assistant
404-873-7610 | bethany@stlukesatlanta.org
Hala Hess White, Director of Communications
404-873-7630 | hala@stlukesatlanta.org
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Pastoral Concerns
Call the church at 404-873-7610
9 a.m.-5 p.m., weekdays
• To connect with our Pastoral Care
staff for such things as illness,
hospitalization, miscarriage, divorce,
unemployment;
• To add a name to our parish prayer list
•To have someone placed on the
St. Luke’s Intercessory Prayer list
to be prayed for daily.
After-hours and on weekends, call the
church at 404-873-7600 to get the name and
number of the priest on call.

435 Peachtree St. NE
Atlanta, GA 30308-3228

May God bless you and comfort you
in your difficult times
as well as your joyful ones.

Submit Announcements
E-mail Hala Hess White
hala@stlukesatlanta.org
to submit articles and information.

The deadline for each month
is the middle of the preceding month.

“Wherever you are on your spiritual journey,
St. Luke’s welcomes you.”
Scarves for Crossroads

The St. Luke's Knitting ministry never ceases to amaze! Again this year, they
have lovingly created gifts to warm the hearts and bodies of people served
at Crossroads. The scarves were blessed by the Reverend Horace Griffin in
November, before being bagged and taken to Crossroads for distribution.
The group stitched 251 scarves, and about 60 hats. We had quite a few
scarf and hat sets. Thanks to all of the knitters who contributed this year in
particular:
Erica Brown
Malinda Brown
Lindley Cole
Jean Coles
Donna Dunn
Alison Earles

Thanks to Jean Coles and Olivia
Stephens for organizing the group.

Edna Gayle
Astrida Greco
Leslie Kimbell
Rebecca Pruitt
Carol Reed
Romaine Short

Olivia Stephens
Carrie Stockard
Libby Ward
Susan Wells
Abel Williams

