
Holy Eucharist

Voluntary
Grand Dialogue, from Troisième Livre d’orgue                                                                   Louis Marchand

Hymnal 179 “‘Welcome, happy morning!’ age to age shall say”         Fortunatus

Easter Day                       St. Luke’s Episcopal Church                 April 4, 2021



The LiTurgy of The Word

The Easter Proclamation 
Celebrant:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
People:   The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anthem 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!                                                                                                         Michael Bedford 

Preparatory Choir, Junior & Senior Choristers 
Colleen Kingston, Director 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! See, the stone is rolled away. Alleluia! Christ is risen! Spread 
the news to all this day. Alleluia! Christ is risen! He’s alive, and we are free. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen!  Tell the people, “Come, and see!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ 
is risen from the dead!

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:   God be with you.
People:     And also with you.
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be 
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



The First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43                 Trenton Tunnell
So Peter said to them, “I begin to see how true it is that God shows no partiality—rather, that any person 
of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to God. This is the message God has 
sent to the people of Israel, the Good News of peace proclaimed through Jesus Christ, who is Savior of 
all. You yourselves know what took place throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee with the baptism John 
proclaimed. You know how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 
how Jesus went about doing good works and healing all who were in the grip of the Devil, because God 
was with him. We are eyewitnesses to all that Jesus did in the countryside and in Jerusalem. Finally, Jesus 
was killed and hung on a tree, only to be raised by God on the third day. God allowed him to be seen, 
not by everyone, but only by the witnesses who had been chosen beforehand by God—that is, by us, who 
ate and drank with Christ after the resurrection from the dead. And Christ commissioned us to preach to 
the people and to bear witness that this is the one set apart by God as judge of the living and the dead. To 
Christ Jesus all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes has forgiveness of sins through this Name.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.                                                       People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                       Carolle Perkins
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *   
        his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *   
        “His mercy endures for ever.
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *   
        and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *  
        in the tents of the righteous:
16  “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
        the right hand of the Lord is exalted!  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
17  I shall not die, but live, *   
        and declare the works of the Lord.
21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
        and have become my salvation.
22  The same stone which the builders rejected *  
        has become the chief cornerstone.
23  This is the Lord’s doing, *  
        and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24  On this day the Lord has acted; *  
        we will rejoice and be glad in it.
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11        Steve Stephens
Sisters and brothers, I want to remind you of the Gospel I preached to you, which you received and in 
which you stand firm. You are being saved by it at this very moment, if you hold fast to it as I preached it 
to you. Otherwise you have believed in vain. I handed on to you, first of all, what I myself received; that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried and, in accordance with the 
scriptures, rose on the third day; that he was seen by Peter, then by the Twelve. After that, he was seen 
by more than five hundred sisters and brothers at once, most of whom are still alive, although some have 
fallen asleep. Next he was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Last of all he was seen by me, as one 
yanked from the womb. I am the least of the apostles; in fact, because I persecuted the church of God, I 
do not even deserve the name. But by God’s favor I am what I am. This favor that God has given to me 
has not proven fruitless. Indeed, I have worked harder than all the others, not on my own but through the 
grace of God. In any case, whether it be I or they, this is what we preach and this is what you believed.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.                                                    People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn
Hymnal 180 “He is risen, he is risen!”                                                                                   Unser Herrscher 



The Holy Gospel: John 20:1-18 
 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Early in the morning on the first day of the week while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala came to the 
tomb. She saw that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance, so she ran off to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple—the one Jesus loved—and told them, “The Rabbi has been taken from the tomb! We 
don’t know where they have put Jesus!” At that, Peter and the other disciple started out toward the tomb. 
They were running side by side, but then the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
didn’t enter, but bent down to peer in and saw the linen wrappings lying on the ground. Then Simon 
Peter arrived and entered tomb. He observed the linen wrappings on the ground, and saw the piece of 
cloth that had covered Jesus’ head lying not with the wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the disciple who had arrived first at the tomb went in. He saw and believed. As yet, they didn’t under-
stand the scripture that Jesus was to rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
Meanwhile, Mary stood weeping beside the tomb. Even as she wept, she stooped to peer inside, and there 
she saw two angels in dazzling robes. One was seated at the head and the other at the foot of the place 
where Jesus’ body had lain. They asked her, “Why are you weeping?” She answered them, “Because they 
have taken away my Rabbi, and I don’t know where they have put the body.” No sooner had she said 
this than she turned around and caught sight of Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus.’’ 
He asked her, “Why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?” She supposed it was the gardener, 
so she said, “Please, if you’re the one who carried Jesus away, tell me where you’ve laid the body and I 
will take it away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned to him and said, “Rabboni!”—which means 
“Teacher.” Jesus then said, “Don’t hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to Abba God. Rather, go 
to the sisters and brothers and tell them, ‘I’m ascending to my Abba and to your Abba, my God and 
your God!’ Mary of Magdala went to the disciples. “I have seen the Teacher!” she announced. Then she 
reported what the savior had said to her.
The Gospel of our Savior.                                       People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 
The Sermon                                                                  The Rev. Ed Bacon

A period of silence is kept.
 
The Nicene Creed                    Mignon Crawford
Because the language we use about God matters, the Church has considered and revised it for hundreds 
of years. In 2018, the 78th General Convention of the Episcopal Church approved the trial use of the 
original form of the Nicene Creed ad-opted by the Council of Chalcedon in 451, in place of the creed 
revised in 589 because scholars believe the earliest version of the creed is the more accurate. The Greek 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches already use the 451 language. At St. Luke’s we are always look-
ing to enrich worship and in that spirit, the clergy has included the 451 Nicene Creed in today’s liturgy.

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
           he came down from heaven, 
           was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
           and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
           he suffered death and was buried.
           On the third day he rose again 
           in accordance with the Scriptures; 
           he ascended into heaven 
             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
              and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father,
          who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
          who has spoken through the Prophets. 
          We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
          We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People                
After the intercessor says, “Christ is risen,” the congregation responds, “Christ is risen indeed.”

Alleluia! What was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine; what was forgotten shall be remembered, 
for the Lord is risen and walks among us.   

Let us confidently bring before God the needs of all our world, asking God for renewal, for Christ is 
risen: Christ is risen indeed.   

God of life, in gratitude and great joy we laud you for the gifts of Christ’s resurrection, and we thank 
you for our friends of San Pablo Parish in Camaguey Cuba. On this day give us hope, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed.    

On this feast day which brings joy to all Christian believers, may we commit ourselves to work toward 
the unity of the church, that Christ’s body may be one, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.     

Honoring the gift of Christ’s risen body, may we rise to serve all those whose needs keep them from seeing 
themselves as the image of God; for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.    

For all who have need of the Good News of Easter; for all who journey from illness to health, from 
despair to hope, from grief to consolation, from loneliness to love; for all our brothers and sisters, that 
death may have no more power over us, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.     

For Betty, Paul, Nabeelah, Le, Roseanne, and Donna, that they might know the healing power of Christ’s 
love, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.    

May we be one in faith with all who have died in Christ, including Carey Washington and Ginger Mc-
Michael, and those for whom the Easter flowers are dedicated, for our life is hid with Christ in God, for 
Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.    

For all who suffer and all who grieve, that today the Lord God will wipe away all tears, for Christ is 
risen: Christ is risen indeed.   

Collect by Celebrant
Praise to you, God of abundant life, for when we ask, you give; when we seek, you show the way; when 
we knock, you answer. Praise to you for your unfailing grace and make us now your faithful people. This 
we ask in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:   And also with you.



The Holy Communion
Offertory Anthem
Most glorious Lord of life                                William H. Harris 

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day,  
Didst make thy triumph over death and sin:  
And having harrow’d hell, didst bring away  
Captivity thence captive, us to win:  
This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin,  
And grant that we for whom thou diddest die,  
Being with thy dear blood clean wash’d from sin,  
May live for ever in felicity.  
And that thy love we weighing worthily,  
May likewise love thee for the same again:  
And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,  
With love may one another entertain.  
So let us love, dear love, like as we ought,  
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.      
     -Edmund Spenser 

Presentation Hymn
Hymnal 200 “Come, ye faithful, raise the strain”       Gaudeamus pariter 



Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant God be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he 
has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus
Hymnal S-128 Holy, holy, holy Lord          William Mathias

The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in cre-
ation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 
all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer   BCP 364      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen.

At the Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleulia.



Fraction Anthem
Hymnal S-155 “Christ, our Passover”                                                                                 Gerald Near 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution of Communion 
The communion table at St. Luke’s is open to all regardless of faith background. 



Communion Hymn
Hymnal 305 “Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest”                                                  Rosedale

 



The Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant:    Let us pray.
All:        Eternal  God,  you  have  graciously  accepted  us  as  living  members  of  our  Savior  
Jesus  Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.
 
Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us God’s children through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, bestow upon you the riches of God’s blessing.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you 
holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.  

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, 
bring you to your eternal inheritance.  

And the blessing of God’s infinite love, Christ’s limitless grace, and the Holy Spirit’s relentless compan-
ionship, encompass you, and be with you always. Amen. 

Concluding Hymn
Hymnal 207 “Jesus Christ is risen today”                                                                           Easter Hymn 
                                                                                   Descant: Louie White 



Easter Dismissal 
Celebrant:    Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Closing Voluntary   
Toccata, from Cinquième Symphonie, Op. 42, No. 1     Charles-Marie Widor 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, St. Luke’s welcomes you!

The Rev. Ed Bacon Interim Rector

The Rev. Elizabeth Shows Caffey Senior Associate Rector

The Rev. Horace L. Griffin Senior Associate

Matthew M. Brown Director of Music

Adelaide Boedecker Griffin Cantor

StLukesAtlanta.org



EASTER FLOWERS 

To the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for…

Jackie and Jimmy Cushman, and Elkin and Roger Taylor and grandchildren, Maggie and Robert Cushman, and 
Jack and William Taylor by Elkin Alston; my marriage and Alan Little III by Vaneesa Little; John Delk by Denson 
Buttrey; Barrett, Meredith, Barrett, Jr., Lucy James and Maddin Lee, Lansing Lee, and Richard Lee, Jr. by Kathy 
and Richard Lee; Lara, JB, Audrey and Barrett Oldenburg by Connie and Sonny Wooten;  the Powell family and 
the Dempsey family by Bee and Vic McNeil; John Divine McGee and Mary Hair Graham by Bee McNeil; Greg 
Vaughn by Fontaine Draper; Elkin Alston, aka Mother, Mom, Elkin, and Nanny with love by the Cushman and 
Taylor families; Hunter Thomson Lord by Larry and Peggy Walton-Walker Lord; Matt Brown, Colleen Kingston, 
Tony Johns and Dottie Adams by Nancy Adams; Valerie, Honour and John and Pierce Thornton, May and John 
and Jack and Cotten Carr, Russ Marane, Janet Leese, St. Luke’s Property Committee, Hala Hess White, Michelle 
Jemmott, John Divine McGee, Dina Moore, Brian Hummel, Gregory McRae, Kawana Cook, Valerie Freer, and 
our tireless clergy and staff by Cotten Alston; Matthew Michael Brown, John Divine, Trenton Tunnell III, Randy, 
Sharon and Andrew Young, and David and Anna Gillon by Bobby Mays; and Isabella Washington by Lynn and 
Tanya Washington

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of…

Tom & Lucie McAvoy by Sue McAvoy; Mother and Daddy, Elkin and Philip Alston, by Elkin Alston; Katrina 
Ripley and Thomas A. Ripley, Jr. by Cary Calhoun; Nona and Edward McDuffie, Vera and John O. Chiles, Janet 
Dorsey Izlar, Janet and Roy Dorsey, James King Izlar, Donna and William Izlar, and Lori and Mark Pettine by their 
families; Maurice Cole by Lindley Cole; Elsa M. Black by her sons, Audley and Wayne Fuller, daughter-in-law, 
Keely Fuller, sister, Winsome Barrow, niece, Ardith Barrow and nephew, Paul Philips; Virginia and Dyer Butterfield 
and Mary and Bill Brooks by Susan Brooks;  Jenny Pletcher by Tony and Angie Johns; Natalie and Lansing B. Lee, 
Jr., G. Spruce McCain and Claudia Walker McCain by Kathy and Richard Lee; Mr. Allen W. Post, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen W. Post and Dr. and Mrs. Mallory A. Pittman by Lou Post; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ray Wooten, Sr., and 
Mr. and Mrs. David Martin by Connie and Sonny Wooten; Howard and Lu Klie Yeilding by Bee McNeil; Rashad 
Abdul Aziz by Fontaine Draper; Elsa Yorrick and Dorothy Hicks by James and Denise Hicks; Alfred and Agatha 
Coker, Dolly Hayden, and Mary Redict by Bernard and Karen Coker; the Rev. Colin V. Barrow by Ardith and 
Winsome Barrow; Royce Wade and Mamie B. Walton, Herron, Kay and Mary Elisabeth Lord, Keith A. Walker, 
Shannon Miller Lord, and Jonathan Ashby Lord by Larry and Peggy Walton-Walker Lord; Elsa Yorrick by Wendy 
Eversley; our parents, Bill Adams, and Al and Kit Kinney by Nancy and Chris Adams; Tudor and Bob Alston, 
Daphne Alston Marane and Dorsey Leese, May and Philip Alston, Caro and Robert Alston, Janet and Roy Dors-
ey, Paul Sanger and the Rev. Austin Ford by Cotten Alston; Father Benedict Reid by Astrida Greco; Cliff Green by 
Linda Green; Elon and Walter Mays by Bobby Mays; Carey Washington and Mabel Hawthorne by Lynn, Tanya 
and Izzy Washington; Florence “Poncie” Bryan Ansley and Bonneau Ansley, Sr. by Ellen Ansley Hardison and Ned 
Hardison, Shepard Bryan Ansley, and Sharon and Bonneau Ansley, Jr.; Boyce Lineberger Ansley by Ellen Ansley 
Hardison and Ned Hardison, Shepard and Poncie Ansley, Arch and Anna Ansley Davis, and Sharon and Bonneau 
Ansley, Jr.; and the flowers on the Paschal Candle are given in loving memory of Ross Carter King by Clifford King 
Harbin and family 


