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The Entrance Rite
Voluntary

Three Versets on ‘Conditor alme siderum’                                          Jehan Titelouze (ca. 1562-1633)
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645                                                         J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Benedictus, Op. 59, No. 9                                                                                      Max Reger (1873-1916)
Veni Emmanuel                                                                                                      Pamela Decker (b. 1955)

All stand at the toll of the bell. 
Matin Responsory                                                                                                 Philip Ledger (1937-2012)

I look from afar: and lo, 
I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Tell us, art thou he that should come? 
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
   —Matin Respond, Advent Sunday

In Procession • Hymn 57                                                                                                             Helmsley
                                                                                                   Descant: Paul Berry (b. 1977) 
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A Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves 
to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying 
in a manger.  
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and 
let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity 
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and 
in this city of Atlanta.  
And because Jesus particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, 
the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, 
we are one for evermore.  
And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught 
us, saying: 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy Name,
  thy kingdom come,
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread.
  And forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those
  who trespass against us.
  And lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory,
  for ever and ever. Amen.



6

All are seated.
The First Lesson                                  Genesis 3:1-15 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which 
I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to 
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Anthem                           Sally Ann Morris (b. 1952)
   Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond:
   Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
   And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
   As clarkes finden written in their book.
   Ne had the apple taken been,
   Ne had never our lady a been heavnè Queen!
   Blessed be the time that apple taken was!
   Therefore we moun singen Deo gracias! 

      —Anonymous, 15th century
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All stand.
Hymn 60 • Creator of the Stars of Night                 Conditor alme siderum
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All are seated. 
The Second Lesson           Isaiah 40:1-11 

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath 
of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Anthem
 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming                             Bruce Neswick (b. 1956)

Lo how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung. 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
As seers of old have sung. 
It came a blossom bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half spent was the night. 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it
The rose I have in mind. 
With Mary we behold it 
The virgin mother kind. 
to show God’s love aright, 
She bore to us a Savior, 
When half spent was the night.
O Flow’r, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;
true man, yet very God,
from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.
 —Theodore Baker (stanzas 1&2); Harriet Spaeth (stanza 3)
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All stand. 
Hymn 67 • Comfort, comfort ye my people                              Psalm 42
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All are seated. 
The Third Lesson               Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A new covenant is promised which will be written in our hearts 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

All stand.
Hymn 66 •  Come, thou long expected Jesus                             Stuttgart
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All are seated. 
The Fourth Lesson              Micah 5:2-4 

The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock 
in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

All stand.
Hymn 65 • Prepare the way, O Zion                   Bereden väg för Herran
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All are seated. 
The Fifth Lesson          Isaiah 35:1-10 

The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to 
those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall 
be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be 
for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall 
be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Anthem 
E’en so Lord, Jesus, quickly come                           Paul Manz (1919-2009)

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be their All! 
   —Revelation 22; adapted by Ruth Manz

The Sixth Lesson             Zephaniah 3:14-18 
The Lord will be among us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that 
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The 
Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.
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All stand.
Hymn 59 • Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding                                              Merton                            
                      Descant: Alan Gray (1855-1935)
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All are seated.  
The Seventh Lesson            Luke 1:26-38 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Anthem 
     Ave Maria                                    Javier Busto (b. 1949)

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum:
benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesus. 
Sancta Maria, mater Dei, 
ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. 
Amen. 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;
blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and in the hour of our death.
Amen. 
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All stand.
Hymn 268 • Ye who claim the faith of Jesus                                                 Julion
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All are seated. 
Greeting                                        The Rev. Winnie Varghese

Anthem                        Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
They shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls and plenteousness within thy palaces.
     —Psalm 122: 6-7

All stand. 
The Collect for the First Sunday of Advent 

Officiant  God be with you. 
           All And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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All stand.
Hymn 56 • O come, O come, Emmanuel                                           Veni Emmanuel
                          Descant: Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

Voluntary
Ricercare on ‘Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland’               George Baker (b. 1951)
‘Now come, Savior of the heathen’

A reception follows the service in Budd Hall.


