
THE WORD OF GOD

Voluntary
Kleine Praeludium und Intermezzi, Op. 9                              Hermann Schroeder 
   I. Maestoso II. Andante sostenuto 

Opening Hymn
Hymn 182 “Christ is alive! Let Christians sing” (stanzas 1 and 5)                                                                  Truro 

The holy eucharisT 

The Third Sunday of Easter

April 18, 2021 | 9 AM and 11:30 AM



The Opening Acclamation                                                                      
Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise
Hymnal 178 “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord”    Alleluia No. 1 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant:   God be with you.
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant:   Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 
 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus actually stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” In their panic and fright, 
they thought they were seeing a ghost. Jesus said to them, “Why are you disturbed? Why do such 
ideas cross your mind? Look at my hands and my feet; it is I, really. Touch me and see—a ghost 
doesn’t have flesh and bones as I do.” After saying this, Jesus showed them the wounds. They were 
still incredulous for sheer joy and wonder, so Jesus said to them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” After being given a piece of cooked fish, the savior ate in their presence. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Remember the words I spoke when I was still with you: everything written about me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the psalms had to be fulfilled.” Then Jesus opened their minds 
to the understanding of the scriptures, saying, “That is why the scriptures say that the Messiah must 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day. In the Messiah’s name, repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins will be preached to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of all this. 
The Gospel of our Savior.                                                                         People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon                                                                    The Rev. Ed Bacon
A period of silence is kept.

The Prayers of the People            9 AM: Neil Shorthouse 
                  11:30 AM: Elaine DeCostanzo
After the intercessor says, “Christ is risen,” the congregation responds, “Christ is risen indeed.”

Eternal God, the source of all wisdom, you know the needs of your Church. Guide our Search Com-
mittee with your loving presence as we seek a new rector for St. Luke’s. Grant us an open spirit, 
discerning hearts, and clear minds as we discern a faithful priest to challenge, inspire, pastor, and 
lead us. Amen.

Alleluia! What was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine; what was forgotten shall be remem-
bered, for the Lord is risen and walks among us.   

Let us confidently bring before God the needs of all our world, asking God for renewal, for Christ 
is risen: Christ is risen indeed.   

God of life, in gratitude and great joy we laud you for the gifts of Christ’s resurrection, and we thank 
you for our friends of San Pablo Parish in Camaguey Cuba. On this day give us hope, for Christ is 
risen: Christ is risen indeed.   

On this feast day which brings joy to all Christian believers, may we commit ourselves to work to-
ward the unity of the church, that Christ’s body may be one, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.     

Honoring the gift of Christ’s risen body, may we rise to serve all those whose needs keep them from 
seeing themselves as the image of God; for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.    

For all who have need of the Good News of Easter; for all who journey from illness to health, from 
despair to hope, from grief to consolation, from loneliness to love; for all our brothers and sisters, 
that death may have no more power over us, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.     

For Ed and Dexter, that they might know the healing power of Christ’s love, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed.    

May we be one in faith with all who have died in Christ, including Cecil Hart, Charlotte McCall, 
Dexter Franklin Sr., Patricia Crawford, and Mary Ann Keith Massey, for our life is hid with Christ 
in God, for Christ is risen: Christ is risen indeed.    

For all who suffer an all who grieve, that today the Lord God will wipe away all tears, for Christ is 
risen: Christ is risen indeed.   
Collect by Celebrant
Praise to you, God of abundant life, for when we ask, you give; when we seek, you show the way; when 
we knock, you answer. Praise to you for your unfailing grace and make us now your faithful people. This 
we ask in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.
 
The Peace
Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:   And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant: God be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away 
the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for 
us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus 
Hymnal S-128  “Holy, holy, holy Lord”                                       William Mathias 

The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-rament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through 
whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                    BCP 364     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen.

At the Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem 
Hymnal S-155 “Christ, our Passover”               Gerald Near 



The Invitation
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for   
  you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution of Communion 
The communion table at St. Luke’s is open to all regardless of faith background. For those worshiping 
in-person, please remain in your place and communion will be brought to you.Gluten-free wafers are 
available. Please hold the host until everyone is servced and the clergy have returned to the altar.

During Communion
Hymnal 306 “Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest”                                      Sursum Corda 

The Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant:    Let us pray.
All:         Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus  
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God’s infinite love, Christ’s 
limitless grace, and the Holy Spirit’s relentless companionship, encompass you, and be with you always. 
Amen. 



Closing Hymn
Hymnal 212 “Awake, arise, lift up your voice” (Stanzas 1 and 5)                                    Richmond 

The Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Voluntary   
Kleine Praeludium und Intermezzi, Op. 9                                                          Hermann Schroeder 

    VI. Poco vivace 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, St. Luke’s welcomes you!

The Rev. Ed Bacon Interim Rector

The Rev. Elizabeth Shows Caffey Senior Associate Rector

The Rev. Horace L. Griffin Senior Associate

Matthew M. Brown Director of Music

Bryn Holdsworth Cantor

StLukesAtlanta.org


