The First Sunday
of Advent
— You are welcome here. —
November 28, 2021  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

The Entrance Rite
Voluntary
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645

							

J.S. Bach

Lighting of the Advent Wreath		
Elizabeth, Maxwell, and Bernard McGhee
Celebrant: Keep awake therefore… be ready
People:		 For the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
		
- Matthew 24:42,44

Hymn in Procession (sung by all, standing)
Hymnal 58 “Lo! he comes, with clouds descending”

				

St. Thomas

The Penitential Order
Celebrant: Blessed be the God of our salvation:
People:
Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.
Celebrant
When the Lord comes, the Almighty will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, And will
disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
The Confession of Sin (said by all)
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your
will. Amen.
The Absolution
Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Kyrie
Wonder, Love, and Praise 839 “Lord, have mercy”

		

Arlen J. Clarke

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: God be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise
to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

The Word of God
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 33:14-16 							
Marjorie Kouns
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9 (sung by the choir)
				
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.’

Plainsong: Tone I.2

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 						
Jane Lafferty
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking
in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn
Wonder, Love, and Praise 721 “Signs of ending all around us” 				

Ton-y-botel

The Holy Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig
tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away. Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of our Savior.
			
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
All children three years to 4th grade are invited to follow the cross to Children’s Chapel. They will rejoin their families at
the Peace.

Sermon

The Rev. Elizabeth Shows Caffey

A period of silence is kept.

The Advent Credo (said by all)
It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and loss—
This is true: For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
That whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction—
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and destruction rule forever—
This is true: For unto us a child is born, and unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon
his shoulder,
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of Peace.
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the world—
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth,
And lo, I am with you, even unto the end of the world.
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted,
who are the prophets of the church, before we can be peacemakers.
This is true: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
And your sons and daughters shall prophesy,
your young shall see visions, and your old shall have dreams.
It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity, of peace are not
meant for this earth and for this history—
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that true worshipers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.
So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope.
Let us see visions of love and peace and justice.
Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage:
Jesus Christ—the Life of the world.

The Prayers of the People 			
Intercessor:
God of the watching, God of the waiting: Be present with us.
Intercessor:
			
			
People: 		

Judi Holley

Gracious God, we watch with hope as the candles on the Advent wreath are lit. The
circle of wreath reminds us that your mercy is endless, with no beginning or end. Help
us to set our minds on things eternal. God of the watching, God of the waiting,
Be present with us.

Intercessor:
We pray for all in authority, especially Joseph, our President, Brian, our Governor, and
			
Keisha, our mayor. We look forward to the day when the nations of the world walk
			
in the light and your peace is experienced by all. God of the watching, God of the
			waiting,
People: 		
Be present with us.
Intercessor:
			
People:
		

We pray for the city of Atlanta that we may be a community of hope and light in this
world. God of the watching, God of the waiting,
Be present with us.

Intercessor:
We pray for all the people of St. Luke’s, including for the birth of Samara Raynne Stocks,
			
granddaughter of Allison Evatt and Bob Allin; for the birth of Liana Adaeze Koontz,
			
daughter of David Koontz and Stephanie Okpala, granddaughter of Ifey Okpala; for
			
our friends at San Pablo Parish in Camaguay, Cuba, and that you may strengthen
			
us for the ministry that you have set before us. God of the watching, God of the wait			ing,
People:
		
Be present with us.
Intercessor:
			
			
			
People:
		

We pray for the sick, the friendless, the homeless, and the needy, and for those who
have asked for our prayers: Mattie, Carole, Betty Ann, Bonnie, Suzanne, Angie, Brian,
Jodie, Stuart, George, Christy, that they may experience your healing presence. God
of the watching, God of the waiting,
Be present with us.

Intercessor:
			
			
People:			

We pray for those who have died, and the one for whom the altar greenery is given:
Rawson, that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. God of the
watching, God of the waiting,
Be present with us.

The Concluding Collect
Celebrant

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify
us with the light of Christ’s blessing and set us free from all sin. Amen.
The Peace
All stand. The children will return from Children’s Chapel and join their families.
The Celebrant says to the people:

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
At the Offertory (seated)
Anthem, Christ hath a garden

		

Christ hath a garden walled around,
A Paradise of fruitful ground,
Chosen by love and fenced by grace
From out the world’s wide wilderness.
Like trees of spice his servants stand,
There planted by his mighty hand;
By Eden’s gracious streams, that flow
To feed their beauty where they grow.
Awake, O wind of heav’n and bear
Their sweetest perfume through the air:
Stir up, O south, the boughs that bloom,
Till the beloved Master come:
That he may come, and linger yet
Among the trees that he hath set;
That he may evermore be seen
To walk amid the springing green.
				 —Isaac Watts

Gerald Near

At the Presentation
Hymn 72 “Hark the glad sound! the Savior comes”

			

Richmond

Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant:		 God be with you.
People:		 And also with you.
Celebrant:		 Lift up your hearts.
People:		 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:		 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus and Benedictus (sung by all)
Hymnal S-124 “Holy, holy, holy Lord”

				

David Hurd

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus
Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you,being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus
Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer (said by all)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BCP, p. 364

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

The Fraction Anthem (sung by all)
Hymnal S-161 “Lamb of God”

		

David Hurd

The Invitation
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion
The communion table at St. Luke’s is open to all believers, regardless of faith background. Gluten-free wafers are available.
If you do not wish to receive the bread, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing. Cross your arms over your chest and
the priest will know to offer a blessing.

Music During Communion
Anthem, E’en so, Lord Jesus quickly come

			

Peace be to you and grace from Him
Who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed His blood
That we might saved be.
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord,
The Lord, Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come;
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon,
For Christ is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
And night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun,
For Christ will be their All!
		

—Revelation 22; adapted by Ruth Manz

Paul Manz

Hymnal 454 “Jesus came, adored by angels” 							

Lowry

Hymnal 601 “O day of God, draw nigh”

					

Prayer after Communion (standing)
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal Majesty,
We praise you for your love in coming to us.
Give us grace to accept the Christ who comes in your name,
and the courage to be Christ for others.
We praise and thank you, God of Creation,
for you have not left us alone.
Each year you come to us, Emmanuel,
God with us in a manger.
Each time you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
In time or out of time you will be revealed
and we shall see you face to face.
Give us courage, God our strength,
to see your Christ in all who suffer,
to be hands to the helpless,
food for the hungry,
and rescue for the oppressed. Amen.

St. Michael

On Sundays when communion is taken to home-bound parishioners, we send forth our Eucharistic Visitors with these words:

Commissioning of Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant:
On behalf of this congregation, I give you these holy gifts, that those to whom you go 			
		
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People:		
We send you forth with the body and blood of Christ.
The Blessing
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing
of God, holy eternal Majesty, holy incarnate Word, holy abiding Spirit be among you and remain with you for
ever. Amen.
Hymn In Procession
Hymnal 616 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Es flog ein kleins Waldvogelein

The Dismissal
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia.
People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.
Voluntary
Improvisation on Helmsley

						

Herbert Buffington

Announcements and Opportunities
The First Sunday of Advent | 28 November
MESSIAH: An Introduction to Handel’s Masterpiece
9 a.m. Budd Hall
Come and enjoy learning about the historic and cultural context of Handel’s beloved oratorio, MESSIAH. Dr. Robert
Torre, Early Music Faculty at Emory, member of the Baroque Orchestra board of directors and a St. Luke’s staff singer,
leads this class that serves as a prelude to the 45th annual Messiah Sing Along on Sunday, December 5, at 7 p.m.
ADVENT FESTIVAL
St. Luke’s tradition of gathering the first Sunday in Advent to create wreaths contines in person this year. Join us on
Sunday, November 28 at 9 a.m. for wreath-making, the Advent Outreach Tree and lots more.
The Advent Outreach Tree Make a donation to our Outreach ministries, in honor of family and friends, and receive an
ornament to give to them explaining the use of your gift in their honor. Gifts of cash support the ministry and work of
Crossroads, the Training and Counseling Center (TACC), The Ansley School, and Church of the Common Ground.
Advent Lessons and Carols
at 4 p.m. in the church
Join the Choirs of St. Luke’s this annual musical tradition that features lectors from leadership at St. Luke’s and guests
from Atlanta non-profit organizations. Music includes anthems and hymns by Benjamin Bachmann, Franz Biebl, Craig
Phillips, Rosephayne Powell, Mark Sirett, and Charles Wood. Prelude begins at 3:45 p.m. A reception will follow the service in Budd Hall. Streamed live as well.
Advent Reflections
Pick up a copy of this years devotional booklet this morning at church. If ou prefer, you can sign up to receive the reflections in a daily email - scan the QR code or go online to the St. Luke’s website to sign

up.

The Altar Greenery is given to the glory of God; in loving memory of Rawson and in honor of our children, Margaret and Mary Rawson, by Peggy Foreman; and in celebration of the wedding anniversary of Cappy Harmon
and Bill Nicholson.

Nominations for Vestry Sought
The Vestry Nominating Committee is putting together a slate of four nominees to be voted on at the
Annual Meeting on January 30, 2022. Richard Lee, as immediate past Senior Warden, is the committee chair. Members of the committee include Caroline Fooshee, Bobby Mays, John Earles and Melba
Hughes. If you would like to discuss the nominating process, including suggesting a candidate for
consideration by the committee, please speak to Richard or any member of the committee prior to
December 15. Per the By-Laws, to be a Vestry member a candidate must be:
•
•
•
•
•

A “Member of the Parish” as defined in the By-Laws
A “Communicant in Good Standing” (per the By-Laws) who is not less than eighteen years old
A member of the Episcopal Church, either by confirmation or by reception
A regular attendee of services in the year preceding the election (virtual attendance counts!)
Known by the Treasurer to have made and maintained a stated financial commitment for
church support in the year preceding the election

Christmas Flower Dedications
Make a contribution to the Flower Guild for the church’s Christmas arrangements in memory of or
thanksgiving for the special people in your life. Use the QR code to go online to make and pay for
your dedications. Or, if you prefer, you can pick up a form from the Reception Desk or tract racks.
There is a box on the Reception Desk where you can submit your form and check, or you can mail it
to the church. Dedications received by noon on Tuesday, December 14 will be acknowledged in the
Christmas Eve worship booklets

Eucharist on World AIDS Day

This Wednesday, December 1 at 6:30 p.m., St. Luke’s will offer a World AIDS Day Eucharist, remembering and praying
for those we have lost to HIV/AIDS and those currently living with HIV/AIDS; their families, friends and caregivers;
those who work to find a cure and those who work to bring about just programs and systems associated with HIV/
AIDS. We also recall St. Luke’s role as a stronghold for love and social justice from the beginning of the AIDS crisis.
Music for the service will include hymns and anthems by American composers who succumbed to the virus. Please
make plans to attend.

Advent Tree Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed each Sunday in Advent from 8:30 a.m. until 1/2 hour after the conclusion of the 10 a.m.
service to facilitate donations and ornaments. If you’d like to help, please contact David Clifton-Strawn by email:
strawn.david@gmail.com.

Music for Advent
45th Annual MESSIAH SING ALONG
Sunday, December 5 at 7 p.m.

The performance will feature members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Herbert Buffington, St.
Luke’s Associate organist and artist-in-residence. Soloists include Adelaide Boedecker, soprano; Gabrielle Beteag, mezzosoprano; Sam Hagan, tenor; and Calvin Griffin, bass. This year St. Luke’s is partnering with the Atlanta Community Food
Bank. Everyone who attends is asked to bring a plastic jar of peanut butter as their admission to the concert. Music scores
will be available for purchase for $15. A reception will follow the performance in Budd Hall.
LUNCHTIME LIVE! An Advent Series
Throughout the Advent season, join us each Friday at 12 p.m. for an informal 30-minute concert featuring
exciting performances by Atlanta musicians. A boxed lunch will be available following each performance in
Budd Hall. You may reserve lunch using the online form (which we prefer) or call the church office. If you’d
like a box lunch, please let us know by 5 p.m. on the Monday preceding the concert. The concerts will also
be streamed live online.

December 3, 12 p.m. 		
GSU Guitar Studio
Students of
Professor Luther Enloe

December 10, 12 p.m.
Portia Shuler Hawkins,
pianist

December 17, 12 p.m.
Atlanta Jazz Trio

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
St. Nicholas Visits St. Luke’s fron 4-5:30 p.m. in the Hamilton Room
Be sure to have the kids leave their shoes by the door for a big surprise. While the kids are visiting with
the bishop (St. Nic), parents are invited for wine and cheese.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 - Toy Tag for Emmaus House
This takes place during Youth Group from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m.

